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extensions in various directions and sufficient elasticity to bear
any strain that may be thrown on it by the possible nuances
of sounds that are now extant, and that may come into being
through the intermixture of different peoples and dissimilar
cultures. But its universal adoption is simply a matter of
good-will and co-operation of individual scholars. In the
absence of any agreed system of transcription the Roman sys-
tem of alphabet remains as the only basis on which we depend
for our needs.

Transcription and transliteration are two different pro-
cesses. Transcription deals with sounds irrespective of any
consideration of existing alphabets; while transliteration de-
vises a method by which the oriental and other alphabets can
best be transformed into the Roman alphabet without any
regard to their original pronunciation. The sole purpose of
transliteration is to replace the original script as far as possible.
If a phonetic system of transcription is perfected and univer-
sally adopted, transliteration will have no use, but the im-
practicability of a common phonetic system is now generally
acknowledged. The only alternative left to us is to harmonize
both the processes with a view to enable us to render the ins-
criptional and other texts into Roman alphabet in the best
possible manner. In spite of this harmonization, it is difficult
to guarantee any strict adherence to such a system on the part
of individual scholars. Its enforcement is impossible so long
as most scholars, in spite of the fact that they affirm the
desirability of having one single system of transliteration for
foreign alphabets instead of the present chaos, feel justified
in using their own systems and sometimes even different sys-
tems at different periods of their life. With all respect for
the honest convictions of individual scholars in their deviation
from a generally adopted system, the necessity and importance
of a consistent and precise use of their own system by these
scholars cannot be adequately emphasized. The minimum,
requirements of such a workable system are:

(a)   uniformity of rendering*  to avoid  all  ambiguities